MYTHS ABOUT CIVIL UNION

Myth 1
Marriage is a religious act, so you should not
call a same-sex partnership a marriage.

Myth 2
Calling a same-sex partnership marriage
defiles the whole concept of marriage making
it less meaningful for married heterosexual
couples.

Myth 3
Civil Partnership protects the human rights of
the same—sex couple and their families

It is a good compromise
The lack of a shared language continues to
reinforce the privilege and legitimacy of
heterosexual relationships over and above
homosexual relationships. The inability to
communicate effectively locates civil partnerships
outside of mainstream society.
The impact of this discrimination and
stigmatisation is felt most keenly by the families
and children of same-sex civil union partners
The Cost of separate legislation, policy & procedures for civil unions, the dissolution of unions,
inheritance, pension rights etc. is not a good use
of limited government funds
The risk of legal action for discrimination would
also require SHG funds to be set aside.
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Myth 4
It is a good compromise—If you allow same-sex
couples to have a civil union/partnership this
will give them all the same legal rights as marriage without upsetting those who do not want
the word
marriage
attached to a
same-sex
relationship.
Everyone is
happy and
votes are
safe.

Myth 4—Busted
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MYTH 1—DOES MARRIAGE BELONG
TO THE CHURCH?

MYTH 2—CALLING A SAME-SEX
PARTNERSHIP MARRIAGE
UNDERMINES
“REAL MARRIAGE” MAKING IT
LESS MEANINGFUL FOR
MARRIED HETEROSEXUAL
The mere fact that a same-sex couple want to marry
means that they want to uphold all the responsibilities
and respect the institution of marriage.

Myth 2—Busted

Most countries provide a civil marriage
ceremony for those who do not choose to
or are denied the opportunity to marry in church.
People get married on the beach, in hotels,
museums, hospital, prison, hot air balloons &
under water—even in shops.

They are still married

In Barbeau v British Columbia Court of
Appeal found that redefining
marriage to include same-sex couples
is ‘the only road to true equality for
same-sex couples’. The Court stated
that the granting of marital rights
through an institution that is not
marriage is not a remedy for this
breach of the right to equality

Myth 3—Busted

There is an international agreement that
if a marriage takes place in one country
it will be recognised in any other. This is
not true of civil partnerships. Not being
married will restrict the countries
same-sex couples and their families can
visit or work.
Our Constitution protects an individuals’
right to marry and found a family and
states that no one will be discriminated
against on the grounds of sexual orientation. St Helena will run the risk of a
legal challenge if marriage equality is
replaced with civil partnership.

Civil partnerships are not widely recognised or understood. Having to explain
results in ‘outing’ oneself as gay or lesbian in situations where this is
unnecessary, irrelevant, or a breach of
privacy. This is contrary to the right to
private and family life.

Myth 3—Busted

